University of Ulster

M.Ed 2008 – 2010

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PROPOSED STRUCTURE

	Module #
	Title
	Approx. Dates
	Delivery

	Module 1
	The Reflective Professional
	Sept. – Dec 2008
	On-Line

	Module 2
	SEN Module 1
	Feb – May 2009
	On-Line

	Module 3
	SEN Module 2
	July & Aug 2009
	Face to Face

	Module 4
	Research Design & Initiation
	Sept. – Dec 2009
	On-Line

	Module 5
	Dissertation

 or
	Research Project
	Jan – June 2010
	On-Line

	Module 6
	
	On-line Module
	
	


Dr. Tracy Irwin (M.Ed Course Director) 

(0044) 28 903 666 06 t.irwin@ulster.ac.uk
Dr. Una O’ Connor (SEN module co-ordinator)

(0044) 28 703 242 02 ub.oconnor@ulster.ac.uk
Anne Walsh (Athlone Education Centre – Tuesday to Thursday)

(090) 64 20 400 anne@athloneeducationcentre.com 

FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)
1. What is the duration of this course of study?

The University of Ulster aims to have all students complete the course of study in two academic years. In certain personal circumstances this may need to be extended and each individual case will be taken on its own merit.

2. What is the cost of taking the programme?

A Masters level qualification from the University of Ulster is composed of six modules. The current price of these modules is £650 each, bring the total cost of the two years to £3,900

3. Are fees payable by instalment?

Currently being investigated – Please contact Tracy Irwin (contact details above)

4. Do I need an honours primary degree to apply for this course?

No, a primary degree (education or degree & PG Dip Education) at pass level will allow you apply for inclusion on the course

5. As the course is delivered on line, do I need to be a computer expert?

No, applicants should have a good basic knowledge of Microsoft Word or a similar package, and should be comfortable in using the Internet.

6. Do I need a high speed or broadband connection to participate?

No, a 56k modem will suffice. However, broadband will enable you to have a much better experience in using our Virtual Learning Environment

7. What is the duration of each module?

Content of each module is deemed to represent 36 hours of study, based over 12 weeks, thereby allocating approximately 3 hours per week. It is flexible in that you may wish to invest two hours this week in one block, six half hours next week, four individual hours the following week etc. We hope that the delivery method will allow you to easily integrate this study opportunity into your personal and home life.

8. What forms of assessment are used during the modules?

Module assessment is based on a variety of student participation in on-line fora, discussions, on-line postings, written submissions, reports, action research, essays and/or other written assignments, culminating in a thesis or action research project.

9. Is it possible to stop at the end of year one and continue at a later date?

Yes, each module carries 30 credits, 180 credits are needed to complete a Masters Degree. You can “bank” credits attained and add to them at a later date. For example, if you required personal time and had to opt out at the end of year one, it is possible to add to these credits again in the future. At present it is envisaged that credits can be banked for up to 5 years.

10. If I stop at the end of year one do I get any accreditation?

Yes, the number of credits achieved dictates the level of the award:

60 credits (two modules) leads to a Post Graduate Certificate in Education with a special focus on SEN.

120 credits (four modules) leads to a Post Graduate Diploma in Education with a special focus on SEN.

180 credits (six modules) leads to a Masters Degree in Education with a special focus on SEN.

11. I have already taken some study in another institution, can this prior learning be recognised for part of this course.

Possibly. Any prior learning would have to be supplied in transcripts from the recognised institution, submitted to the University for perusal, after which a decision would be made on the relevance of prior learning. Please contact Tracy Irwin for further details

12. If instead of the dissertation I choose the option of research project and one other on-line module, what modules are available?

At present there are a number of options available and this list is being added to as time progresses. For further details contact Tracy Irwin

13. How is the course delivered on-line?

The course is delivered using what is commonly known as a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). The VLE is a private, secure area where you can communicate with others in your class and your tutor. It provides website type pages, access to on-line journals and papers, links to other students, notice boards, discussion fora and other such communications.

14. How am I expected to get to grips with this VLE?

Students who sign up from the Athlone cohort will be provide with a 2.5 hour training session on how to access the VLE, how to use it, navigate around it and generally “get to grips” with the system. In addition to this there is a dedicated help and support line for those who may have technical problems.

15. Apart from the VLE, is there any other support available for the duration of the programme.

Yes, should there be a sufficient cohort Athlone Education Centre are willing to provide one night per month where students may meet in the Centre, use the IT facilities and have a cup of tea/coffee while working on-line, collaborating with colleagues or just informally chatting about course developments.

16. Is there any assistance with fees available?

It is our understanding that if you attain a qualification that leads to an increase in your teaching salary there is no mechanism by which one can make a claim for support. There may be the possibility of tax relief from revenue if the University of Ulster is recognised by revenue for the purposes of tax relief on fees. Please check directly with Revenue on this matter.

17. Module 3 is being delivered face-to-face – where and when will this occur?

It is proposed to hold these face-to-face lectures in the Athlone area next July and August, in line with the standard summer courses offered to primary teachers. Dates will be set as per DES recommendations.

18. Will this be the same as a Summer course?

We hope so. It is expected that the course will run from 9.30 to 2.00pm each day with a break for light lunch from 11.30 to noon

19. Will the summer course module qualify for EPV days?

We can not say for definite at this time. However, we will be applying for DES recognition for the module, supplying full information on content etc. If the DES does approve the course then it should qualify for EPV days. The process for qualifying summer courses begins in January and it is expected that it will be next March/April before we can give a definite answer to this question.

20. I am already finishing a different course of study – will this course be offered again next year?

We hope so. Having invested time, energy and commitment into the programme to date we would be hopeful that the course will run again next year, starting at the same time.

21. When is the closing date for applications?

In an ideal world we would like to commence module 1 in late September, if it starts later than this it will compress the amount of time available to complete this module. If committed to the programme at this stage then please commence the on-line application process at your earliest convenience. If you are still at the decision stage then feel free to contact us for an informal discussion to help answer any queries you may have.

22. Is there a maximum number of places available?

Not at the moment. Because of the on-line delivery method there is more flexibility in delivering the modules. If numbers increase significantly extra on-line tutors will me made available to cope with the demand and the cohort may be split into two or more groups.

23. I’ve almost decided to apply for the programme but still have a little niggling doubt – help?

It is natural to be apprehensive before embarking on such a course of study, don’t be worried about that – everybody feels the same way. However, remember this 1) There is very little travel involved 2) Study time is decided by you 3) There are assignments designed to keep you involved in the process 4) This is a personal investment in your own working life 5) The award may lead to a salary increase 6) You are challenging yourself. 

Most importantly, have confidence in yourself. If you have already completed a degree a little commitment should go a long way. We are here to help, support and encourage you in whatever way we can. We want people to enjoy the course, we want people to participate actively and we want to see you collect your parchment after attaining your Masters Degree.

PG Dip Education with Specialism PT

 Online Application Instructions

The University now requires online application for all programmes.  To complete this process, please complete the steps outlined below:

1. Go to the University homepage www.ulster.ac.uk
2. Go to Prospective Students on the panel on the left hand side (as below):
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 HYPERLINK "http://go.ws.ulster.ac.uk/?url=http://netcommunity.ulster.ac.uk/" \o "Alumni" Alumni
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 HYPERLINK "http://go.ws.ulster.ac.uk/?url=http://www.ulster.ac.uk/business_community.phtml" \o "Business Community" Business Community
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 HYPERLINK "http://go.ws.ulster.ac.uk/?url=http://www.ulster.ac.uk/current_students.phtml" \o "Current Students" Current Students
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 HYPERLINK "http://go.ws.ulster.ac.uk/?url=http://www.ulster.ac.uk/international_students.phtml" \o "International Students" \t "_blank" International Students
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 HYPERLINK "http://go.ws.ulster.ac.uk/?url=http://www.ulster.ac.uk/media.phtml" \o "Media" \t "_blank" Media
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 HYPERLINK "http://go.ws.ulster.ac.uk/?url=http://prospectus.ulster.ac.uk" \o "Prospective Students" Prospective Students
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 HYPERLINK "http://go.ws.ulster.ac.uk/?url=http://www.ulster.ac.uk/staff_page.phtml" \o "Staff Page" Staff


	


3. Go to:
What you need to know
4. Go to:
How do I apply? Apply Online
5. Go to:
All Other Courses (as below)



 HYPERLINK "http://www.ulster.ac.uk/applyonline" \t "_blank" 
Online Applications 

6. Go to:
Taught Postgraduate Programmes

7. As a new user you will have to create a Login ID and PIN 
8. Select 
Taught Postgraduate Programme
from the drop down menu

9. You will then be guided to complete the following information:

10. You will then be asked to complete the following information:
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskanam.P_DispAppName?appno=2&wsct=NAME" Name 
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskaprf.p_disp_pref?appno=2&wsct=PREFERENCE" Application Confirmation 
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskaper.P_DispAppPersonal?appno=2&wsct=PERSONAL" Personal Information 
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskaudf.P_DispAppUserDef?appno=2&wsct=ADDITIONAL" Education and Qualifications 
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskaadr.P_DispAppAddr1?appno=2&wsct=ADDR1" Address and Telephone Numbers 
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskaact.P_DispAppActivities?appno=2&wsct=ACTIVITIES" Employment Details 
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskaint.P_DispAppInternational?appno=2&wsct=INTERNATL" Country Information 
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskamat.P_DispAppMaterials?appno=2&wsct=MATERIALS" Funding Details 
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskapln.P_DispAppPlan?appno=2&wsct=PLAN" Programme Selection 
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 HYPERLINK "http://oa1.ulster.ac.uk/PROD/bwskaess.P_DispAppEssay?appno=2&wsct=ESSAY" Referees & Personal Statement 


10. Under Programme Selection you should choose:

POINT 11. VERY IMPORTANT

11.
If you are applying for an outcentre, please specify which outcentre under heading 5.2 on the online application form (Just type Monaghan, Athlone, Donegal) this will help the administration staff process your application faster.

Course Code:
6249
PG Dip Education with Specialisms P/T
Please note:
The initial phase of the programme is a PG Dip and that is why it is coded in this manner.

