13th November 2008

Re: Capacity Building – English as an Additional Language 

Dear Colleague,
Athlone Education Centre is participating in a training programme which is being organised by Dublin West Education Centre (DWEC) and the Primary Professional Development Service (PPDS).  The purpose of the programme is to provide sufficient training to a group of teachers that they will be enabled to deliver courses in English as an Additional Language (EAL) in the Autumn, Spring and Summer schedules of Education Centres in the future.   

Training for this initiative is intended for EAL teachers who may have delivered some courses already or for those who have an enthusiasm for EAL and a keen interest in intercultural education. They in turn will provide training for class teachers in the near future. 

Details

Teachers who are nominated by the Centre will undergo four days training, (1st  – 4th  December) in Dublin West Education Centre.  They will be expected to bring relevant materials and resources that they have used effectively with EAL pupils. It should be noted that: 

· Substitution costs will not be covered for the absence from school on training.

· Department of Education & Science training travel rates will apply

· Accommodation will be provided close to the training venue for those who live more than 80km from the venue

· A reasonable level of competency in EAL is essential 

Criteria for Selection

Candidates should have:

· An interest in and enthusiasm for EAL

· Confidence in the teaching of EAL

· A commitment to EAL

· A commitment to delivering courses through Education Centres

· It is not essential to have a formal qualification in EAL to be selected.  However, a reasonable level of competency in EAL is essential.  

The participants will be expected to contribute to the professional development of their own staffs at school level and the broader community through evening and Summer courses.  A commitment to providing future courses in EAL is essential.  

Opportunities & Possibilities

The training will provide opportunities and possibilities for participants to:

· Avail of high quality professional development in EAL

· Acquire/develop presentation and facilitation skills

If you are interested in being considered for this training programme, please complete the attached form.  

In order to demonstrate your suitability for inclusion in the programme please submit one page outlining your interest, enthusiasm and level of competency in EAL.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Athlone Education Centre on (090) 64 20 400.

Yours sincerely,

_______________________

Frank Walsh

Director

